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Year 4 - Curriculum Letter for Parents – Terms 1 and 2

Dear Parents and Carers, 
Welcome to Year 4!
We hope you have all had a wonderful summer and enjoyed some well-deserved time together. We are so pleased to welcome the children back to school and are really looking forward to getting to know them, supporting them and sharing all of the exciting learning and experiences that Year 4 has to offer.
We are very excited to get started! Our main topic for the autumn term will be The UK and Europe, and the attached curriculum map gives you an overview of some of the exciting learning we will be covering across Terms 1 and 2.
We have also included some useful information below about the day-to-day organisation of the class and how you can support your child at home.
___________________________________________________________________________

PE
Our PE days this term will be Mondays and Wednesdays.
Children should come to school wearing their PE kit on these days. Please remember that children should not wear jewellery on PE days.
PE kit consists of:
· Plain, dark-coloured shorts, tracksuit bottoms, skorts or leggings
· Trainers
· School PE top
· School jumper
If your child has earrings, please send them into school with a supply of plasters or micropore tape so that they can cover their earrings for PE. Long hair should also be tied back.


Spellings
Spellings will be sent home each week and will be linked to the spelling patterns being taught in class.
We will assess the children’s understanding of the spelling pattern through a weekly dictation on Fridays, as well as through their everyday writing in class.
We encourage children to practise their spellings little and often at home, as this helps them to become more confident and accurate writers.

Reading
Reading remains incredibly important in Year 4, and we really encourage children to read regularly at home.
At this age, children benefit enormously from reading aloud to an adult, as this helps to develop fluency, expression, intonation and characterisation. It also gives you a lovely opportunity to talk about the book together and check that they are understanding what they have read.
Each child will have a levelled reading book to bring home and will also bring this into school each day. We will aim to hear the children read in school regularly, alongside the reading they do with you at home. They will have the opportunity to change this book every Friday.
The children should also have a reading for pleasure book. This is a book of their own choice and may be something they read independently, read aloud to you, or something that you read together. Most importantly, we want the children to develop a genuine love of reading and to enjoy discovering new books and stories.

Times Tables
Times tables tests will take place on Fridays, so please support your child by practising regularly at home. Each child will be given an individual set of times tables to practise each week, based on their individual needs.
By the end of Year 4, children are expected to know their times tables up to 12 × 12. Secure times table knowledge is extremely important as it underpins much of the maths children will learn in Year 4 and beyond.
There is also a national Multiplication Tables Check which takes place during the summer term of Year 4 (more information here - Multiplication tables check - GOV.UK). We will prepare the children for this throughout the year and provide more information as we get closer to the time. All of the times tables practice the children do now will help them to feel confident and well prepared.
Once children have learnt their times tables securely, regular short bursts of practice are usually all that is needed to keep them fresh. Please encourage your child to practise a little every day where possible.
There are lots of fun ways to practise, including:
· Times Tables Rock Stars website
· Maths Frame website
· Hit the Button website
· Playing games such as bingo
· Using dice to create multiplication questions
· And, of course, the good old-fashioned method of chanting them together!
If we feel that your child is finding a particular times table difficult, we will let you know so that we can work together to support them.

Homework
Homework in Heron Class will focus on spellings, times tables and reading.
· Spellings will be sent home on a Monday and will be assessed on the following Friday.
· Times tables will be sent home on a Friday and will be assessed the following Friday. The times tables set will be based on your child’s individual needs.
· Reading - children should read their levelled reading book regularly at home. As mentioned previously, they will have the opportunity to change their book on Fridays.
We encourage children to practise a little and often throughout the week.

Snacks and Water Bottles
Please remember that we are a nut-free school.
Children may bring a healthy snack to eat at break time. Please also make sure that your child brings a water bottle to school every day and takes it home regularly to be washed.

Keeping in Touch
We are always happy to have a quick chat with you at pick-up time. If you would like a longer or more detailed conversation, please arrange an appointment through the school office so that we can give you the time and attention you need.
ClassDojo is also a great way of getting in touch with us and passing on non-urgent messages. We also use Dojo as a reward system in class, and the whole class can work together towards a special treat when they reach a certain number of points!
Although ClassDojo is a useful way to communicate, please remember that we may not be able to check messages during the school day. If your message is urgent, please contact the school office directly.
___________________________________________________________________________

Finally, we just wanted to say that we are incredibly excited to be working with the children in Year 4 this year. We are looking forward to getting to know them, celebrating their achievements and watching them grow in confidence, independence and knowledge throughout the year.
We really value the partnership between home and school, and we look forward to working closely with you to make Year 4 a happy, successful and memorable year for your child.
Thank you for your continued support. We are so pleased to have you and your children as part of our Year 4 family, and we can't wait to see all that they achieve!

Best wishes,
Mrs Earby, Mrs Bird, Mrs Pearce and Mrs Harris
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